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Excellencies,

Dear representatives of UN-Organizations, NGOs and the media,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first express my appreciation for being here with you today and thank the Permanent Missions of Greece and Austria for co-organising this Panel discussion that brings the gender perspective on the climate change issue. It is symbolic that under the Vienna Declaration on Human Rights in 1993 women’s rights were recognised as human rights. As you know women’s participation in all areas of life is not only a social need, but it’s a necessary factor for development, competitiveness and social cohesion of our countries.

I have the honour to take the floor in Greece’s capacity as current Chair of the Human Security Network. As explained earlier by the MFA Secretary General Mr. Skylakakis, the Human Security Network adopts a new anthropocentric perspective to security, shifting the focus to people. Looking ahead to the 10th ministerial meeting of the Human Security Network and the International Conference on Human Security & Climate Change (May 29-30th), Greece strongly advocates the importance of making full use of this opportunity to attract international attention to new and emerging threats, such as the impact of climate change to vulnerable groups and provide feedback on the current political and developmental endeavours, especially as regards women. 

Greece therefore focuses Human Security Network’s activities on the impact of climate change on women, children and displaced people. Indeed, as the Red Cross points out, there are nowadays more people fleeing their homes for climate reasons than for any other reason, and let us not forget that women and children make up the majority of them. At this point, let me mention that, actually, women should not be mentioned as a group, since they are more than half of the global population, still with many problems of socio-economic integration. 

In an important number of researches, women appear disproportionally sensitive to climate changes and natural disasters, not only because they represent around 70% of the poor globally, but also because of a series of other factors.

Climate change is predicted to reduce crop yields and food production in most regions of the developing world. Women are responsible for 70–80 percent of household food production in sub-Saharan Africa, 65 percent in Asia, and 45 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean. They achieve this despite unequal access to land, information, and inputs such as improved seeds and fertilizer. Traditional food sources may become more unpredictable and scarce as the climate changes. Women’s specific knowledge of maintaining biodiversity, through the conservation and domestication of wild edible plant seeds and food crop breeding, is instrumental to adapting to climate change more effectively. Climate change may exacerbate also existing shortages of water. For instance, women, who are largely responsible for water collection in their communities, are more sensitive to the changes in seasons and climatic conditions that affect water quantity and accessibility that make its collection even more time-consuming. 

Research on gender and environment provides critical analyses of gender-differentiated contributions, impacts, and responses to global environmental change. Relevant studies show how gender interacts with the use of the environment through roles, responsibilities, expectations, norms, and labor, including livelihood strategies. 

But, at the same time, women in particular are disproportionally vulnerable to the consequences of climate change as the result of unequal access to and control over resources. As primary caregivers in many families, women may see their responsibilities increase as family members suffer increased illness. Further, not only in the developing world, women often have less access to health care than men. 

Female gender is influenced much more by temperature changes and appears greater rates of mortality compared to male gender. Role-based social rules and behaviors often derive from unequal power sharing between men and women in many societies. In a number of countries women are in a duty of care and protection of children and the elderly, as well as the care of family fortune, a fact that may block up their own efforts for survival in any natural disaster. In addition, dress codes prevent women in certain countries from free moving or swimming, while cultural particularities impose that women should move only with the consent of their husband, father or brother. In many societies, due to ethical reasons and stereotypes in roles, women do not have the liberty of migrating to look for shelter and work when a disaster hits. Discriminations in access to resources after a natural disaster and temporary social unrest cause more deaths due sometimes to a bulge of domestic and sexual violence against women.

They are often victims of discrimination in labour and form the major part of informal and agricultural sectors. 

Questions of direct and indirect discrimination do also appear due to lack of information and preparation, since they are not participating in decision-making. This not only results in less visibility, but also in the fact that women have less opportunity to look for alternative sources of income. Where climate change disturbs the resource base of which women are depended, they have less time to earn income, get an education or provide care to families. Their bargaining power in the household and community gets adversely affected. As the majority of the poor are women, their capabilities to cope with disaster are even more limited. 

 When poor women lose their livelihoods, they slip deeper into poverty and the inequality and marginalization they suffer from increases. Apart from the physical and material losses, many affected women also have to cope with psychosocial impacts of floods, resulting in anxiety, lack of sleep, feeling desperate and helpless, being thus more exposed to many types of violence. Therefore climate change represents a very specific threat to their security.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

All these remarks underline mostly women’s vulnerability towards climate changes, but at the same time indicate the positive contribution they may have to their encounter. All these lead to an urgent need of strategic planning of policies under the support of necessary funds. Gender mainstreaming and positive action in favor of women are internationally recognized as the main tools to promote such policies and are provided by the Greek Constitution too. Mainstreaming in all developmental policies means empowering women in employment, eliminating various forms of violence, participation in decision-making, combating stereotypes through education. Last but not least, gender perspective must be visible in all environmental policy planning and gender budgeting has to support these efforts. Gender budgeting must not be considered as extra burden and cost, but as saving of cost in the long run.

Finally, let me once more express my appreciation for today’s panel discussion. It provides an opportunity to present and discuss the draft HSN policy paper on Climate Change and Women as prepared by the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO). I hope that it will not only highlight in which ways women are particularly affected by climate change, but also present good practises, seek to identify methods and means to protect them and raise awareness in how women can play a positive role in environmental threats.
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